CANADA
required in the creation of federations. The extension of
confederation and the Canadian Pacific Railway across the
prairies was a conscious policy of defence against American
expansion. In the early years of Canadian history there were
several American invasions, and in those conflicts it was
British strength and British prestige which protected
Canada.
Those years have passed, Canadian self-confidence has
grown, the fear of 'annexation7 has disappeared with the
American groups that advocated it, and no two peoples have
such intimate and friendly relations. But power is a fact and
Canadian policy in diplomacy, commerce, or strategy must
recognize the role of both States in Canadian security.
Canada, as indeed the Monroe doctrine of the United States,
has been defended from the predatory nations of Europe by
Britain's sea power and supremely important strategic island
position in the centre of the populated, industrialized land
masses of the globe. The Canadian-American defence
agreement which had its origins before the war is a recog-
nition of that common danger to North America if British
sea power should be weakened. In the Pacific, Canadian
security is similarly involved, though less immediately
"threatened. Canada, like Australasia, is also interested in
the Panama Canal and strategic Pacific islands.
When Germany hurled her forces upon Poland in August
1939, Canadian opinion had crystallized in favour of inter-
vention. Indeed, Canadian opinion was reasonably clear in
the Commons debates in March 1939 after the occupation
of Czechoslovakia. A state of war with Germany was de-
clared by the King on 10 September on the advice of his
Canadian Ministers, supported by an almost unanimous
Parliament, and soon after by decisive national and pro-
vincial elections. National unity was not weakened but again
demonstrated as it had been demonstrated during the visit
in the previous summer of the King and Queen. Their visit,
indeed, was, in Canadian eyes, perhaps more a demonstra-
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